typo, something no one can foresee, an enigma whose solution can
only be guessed at* Long does the work go on in secret.

It is the work that forms the human personality which consti-
tutes the secret process of incarnation. The inert being we have
alluded to is to us an enigma, in that of him we know nothing
except that he is capable of all But we canuot tell what the
infant before us will be or do.

In this respect we are all born equal: musicians, sublime
singers, those to whom we owe all the masterpieces of the fine arts,
dancers, swordsmen, sportsmen; and not only those but saints too,
and tyrants, heroes and criminals. All are alike in this: each has
within him an enigma whose meaning will only be deciphered as he
works out his development through activity in. the outer world,

A mistaken conclusion has been reached, that not merely
are the infant's muscles passive, not only is his flesh inert, but
that ho himself is inert, a purely passive being, a creature devoid
of psychic vitality. And face to face with the phenomena of
expansion, slow indeed but magnificent in its progress, the adult
has persuaded himself that he had been the means of infusing
vitality into the inert by his care and his assistance* This, he
thought, brought with it duties and responsibilities* He saw
himself in a false light as the plasmtc creator of the child's being,
the actual constructor of his psychic existence* The power he
attributed to himself was indeed almost divine; he ended by
seeing himself as godlike with regard to the child; as Genesis has
it, he said," I will create man in my own image and likeness*'.

Pride 1 That was man's first sin~it was man's putting himself
in the place of God that brought about all the misery of his descend-
ants* Now if the key to his own personal enigma is within the
guidance required for his development, the attempts he makes at
self-realization are of a potential nature and hence extremely
sensitive, so that any untimely interference with them on the part
of the adult, strong-willed and carried away by a false conception
of his own powers, may be the cause of the marring of the psychic
plan, the deviation of the hidden forces that are developing within
the child. The adult may actually succeed in blotting out, from
the vary beginnings of life, what was the divinely inspired plan
for it ,to follow, Where this is done, the effects are deformity
of incarnation handed on from generation to generation. Among
aU practical problems concerning mankind, is this not the greatest
of aU and the most fundamental ? *

A chM incarnating is & spiritual embryo; as such, it needs
to draw upon its environment or means of subsistence* Just as
the physical embryo requires a special environment within the body
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